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SUBJECT SELECTION 

The selection of elective subjects for Years 9 and 10 is a very important decision time for students and parents.                    
Students should select subjects they enjoy, have an interest in and believe they will do well in. When completed                   
these elective subjects are listed on the Record of School Achievement (RoSA) along with compulsory subjects. It is                  
important for students to select their most enjoyable subjects, as this will give them a positive attitude to all aspects                    
of their studies and this positive attitude will then be carried on into the very important Years 11 and 12.  

Students should not select subjects based on what their friends are doing or the teacher they think might be                   
teaching a certain subject.  

It is also important students give their selections a lot of care; change of subjects is not impossible, but it does place                      
the student at a distinct disadvantage as they will be behind the other students completing the course. It is also                    
possible that the other classes are full. It is much better to choose carefully and correctly the first time. High demand                     
electives will fill quickly, so it is important students choose wisely.  

Note that preference will be given to students and their subject selections based on their colour level. 

We cannot guarantee that all elective subjects listed will actually run as this is dependent on sufficient students                  
wanting to study a particular subject. We are therefore asking students to select TWO elective choices plus TWO                  
reserve choices. We will endeavour, wherever possible, to ensure that students’ first selections are met, however,                
please understand that due to limits on class numbers we may not be able to accommodate some students’ first                   
choices. 

All students entering Stage 5 are required to study English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, Personal               
Development/Health/Physical Education and Agricultural Technology. Students are required to study two other            
elective subjects. The details of these elective subjects are provided in this booklet. 

COURSE FEES POLICY 
Some electives have associated fees to pay for materials. These elective costs are compulsory. A deposit will be                  
required to secure a place in these subject choices and full payment is required by Term 1, Week 4, 2021.  

 
Combined 
Course Fees for Years 9 & 10 

Year 10 only 

Industrial Technology – Timber $140 + materials 
Industrial Technology – Metal $140 + materials 
Industrial Technology – Engineering $140  
Information & Software Technology $40  
Graphics $40  
Food Tech  $220  
Visual Art $120  

 

● Course fees will be charged for elective courses that require the purchase of large amounts of consumable                 
items and equipment in order to meet program objectives. These fees are compulsory for all students                
selecting the course. Materials for Major Projects and individually selected projects will need to be               
purchased in addition to the course fee. 

● Course fees are listed in the subject selection booklet and this should be considered when selecting courses                 
for Stage 5 electives. Whilst course fees are compulsory, there are also a large range of courses that do not                    
attract any course fees. 

● At the time of completion of the course selections for Year 9, it must be understood that parents and 
students make these selections being aware that positions in courses are offered provisionally pending 
payment of course fees. 

● Course fees will be refunded if a student changes subject at the beginning of the course in Year 9. If a                     
student changes from the TAS elective subject at the commencement of Year 10, the course fee will be                  
refunded for Year 10 component. 
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PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTION OF COURSE FEES 
● On finalisation of course and provisional class lists, accounts will be mailed to all parents and caregivers, 

clearly outlining the course fees payable for each student. This account will be issued in Term 4, 2020 and 
payment must be finalised by Term 1, Week 4, 2021. Only after payment of course fees occur will the 
position in that course be secured. 

● If payment of course fees have not been finalised by Term 1, Week 4, 2021 students will be required to 
select an alternative non-fee paying course. 

● In the event of financial hardship, parents are encouraged to make an appointment with the Principal to 
discuss the availability of financial / time extension concession. If required, a payment plan will be offered to 
parents to assist them to make regular part payments until fees are paid in full within a timely manner.  

SELECTION PROCESS 
Students will select their elective subjects using my.edval.education. They will be emailed a web code to use to sign                   
in and make their subject selections. Students will be able to make their selections from Friday 21st August 2020 up                    
until Friday 4th September 2020.  

Once entered in Edval: 

● print out the selection sheet 
● get parent/guardian to sign it 
● return the sheet to Admin by Friday 4th September 2020.  

 

Students and parents are encouraged to read this booklet carefully before making subject selections. 
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COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
ENGLISH  
The study of English is compulsory right from Year 7 through to Year 12. The syllabus focuses on developing skills and                     
enjoyment through the study of Language, Literacy and Literature. 

In entering Stage 5, students are graded according to their Year 8 English results into a high ability class (9EN1) and                     
two classes of mixed ability, and a smaller class to focus on literacy needs. 

In Years 9 & 10, students begin to study units that are reflections of the requirements of senior English to develop                     
their confidence and skills. In Stage 5, the syllabus requires the study of Shakespearean texts, which gives students                  
the opportunity to challenge themselves with a rich, complex style of text. We also introduce the conceptual                 
approach to texts, with a focus on evaluating the use of language techniques - a core focus of HSC English. 

In Year 9, other units include a teenage realism thematic study, a graphic novel module, and an examination of pop                    
culture, including music, comedy and television as texts for analysis. In Year 10, the pattern of study includes a                   
prejudice thematic study, a true stories unit with a focus on podcasts, and a comparative study between two                  
different texts on the same idea. 

The structure of the Year 10 course is designed to help students make a decision about their pattern of study in the                      
HSC years. Depending on their level of interest and skill, options for study in these years are Advanced or Standard                    
English, English Studies for non-ATAR students and Extension English for students with substantial aptitude for the                
subject.  

MATHEMATICS 
Students are graded in Year 8 according to their mathematical ability and application. This grading follows onto Year                  
9 with the better students placed in 9M1 and less-abled students in 9M4. Students vary in their mathematical                  
maturity and application and hence are promoted or demoted accordingly throughout Years 8, 9 & 10. By year 10,                   
students have generally formed their work habits and are ready to attempt the mathematics course best suited to                  

them.  They should always consult with the mathematics department with regards to their course choice.  

SCIENCE 
The study of Science is compulsory in years 9 and 10. The stage 5 syllabus in Science has a strong focus on developing                       
scientific skills and extending knowledge and understanding from stage 4 (years 7 and 8). 

In year 9 students will study units on; Electricity and Energy Conservation, Atomic Theory, Elements and the Periodic                  
Table, Ecosystems, Motion, Waves and Body Systems. In year 10 students will study units on; Plate Tectonics, Earth’s                  
Resources, Compounds and Chemical Energy, Genetics and Evolution, and Astronomy. A Student Research Project              
will be undertaken in at least year 10 which will focus on the skills of planning and undertaking scientific research. 

In both years 9 and 10 Science classes only the first class is graded, the other three classes are academically                    
equivalent. One of these classes may have a higher number of students who need support with their learning. 

HISTORY  
Year 9 The Making of the Modern World  

Stage 5 History provides a study of the history of the making of the modern world from                 
1750 to 1945. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the way people lived,                 
worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of               
Australia was part of the expansion of European power. This part of the course culminates               
with an assessment of Globalisation and the impacts on Australian Popular Culture.  

Overview The Making of the Modern World  
Depth Study Making a Better World? - Movement of Peoples 
Depth Study Australian and Asia - Making a Nation  
Depth Study The Globalising World - Popular Culture  
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Year 10 The Modern World and Australia 

The history of the modern world and Australia’s involvement in World War I (1914–1918) and World War II                  
(1939–1945). Then this course moves into Australia from 1945 to the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its                   
global context, follows. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia's            
social, cultural, economic and political development. The transformation of the modern           
world during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation            
provides a necessary context for understanding Australia's development, its place          
within the Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing. 

Overview The Modern World and Australia  
Core Study Australians at War, World Wars I and II  
Depth Study School-Developed topic on The Holocaust  
Core Study Rights and Freedoms, 1945-present 

GEOGRAPHY 
The aim of Geography in Years 9 and 10 is to stimulate students’ interest in and engagement with the world.                    
Through geographical inquiry they develop an understanding of the interactions between people, places and              
environments across a range of scales in order to become informed, responsible and active citizens. 

The Stage 5 Geography course consists of the following topics: 

1. Sustainable Biomes – Students examine the physical characteristics,        
productivity and sustainable use of biomes.  

2. Changing Places - Students examine the patterns and trends in population           
movements and the increasing urbanisation of countries.  

3. Environmental Change and Management – Students develop an        
understanding of the functioning of environments and the scale of          
human-induced environmental change influencing approaches to      
environmental use and management.  

4. Human Wellbeing - Students investigate examples from Australia and across 
the world of issues and challenges affecting development, the impact on 
human wellbeing and the consequences of spatial variations across scales. 
Local, national and global initiatives to improve human wellbeing are also 
examined. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education provides a strengths-based approach towards developing the             
knowledge, understanding and skills students need to enhance their own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing and                
participation in physical activity in varied and changing contexts. The syllabus provides opportunities for students to                
develop self-management, interpersonal and movement skills to help students become empowered, self-confident            
and socially responsible citizens. 

The PDHPE K–10 Syllabus is organised into three content strands with a focus on three PDHPE skill domains. All                   
students will be provided with opportunities to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills across a range of                 
health and physical education concepts and contexts by studying content in an integrated manner and through                
practical application. The three strands include: 

● Health, Wellbeing and Relationships 

● Movement Skill and Performance 

● Healthy, Safe and Active Lifestyles 
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AGRICULTURE 
Agriculture is a compulsory subject at Farrer from Years 7-10. All of the Agriculture programs have been reviewed                  
and re-written throughout 2020. The students in both Year 9 and 10 will cover units in both Animal and Plant                    
Production utilising all of the enterprises available at Farrer in order to provide a more thorough experience to                  
agricultural production.  

Year 9  

Agriculture provides students with opportunities to gain a more in-depth understanding of animal and plant               
production in the context of animal and plant-based enterprises. Students investigate environmental sustainability,             
financial viability, available technologies and ethical considerations of animal and plant enterprises. They will              
undertake a variety of practical activities, design and implement a growth trial for a crop.  

Year 10  

Students, in semester 1, will investigate the ever-increasing need to sustainably provide food to our growing                
population. They will learn about food supply and demand through understanding meat processing, horticulture and               
water needs in the Agricultural industry. There will be a focus on future technologies and futuristic ideas such as                   
lab-grown meat and vertical cropping. Students will have the opportunity to design a new technology that could                 
have a major impact on the agricultural industry. In semester 2, Year 10 students will be exposed to a wide range of                      
farming skills and the associated knowledge base. They will be judged on their competency at these skills and will be                    
required to keep a digital portfolio demonstrating their competence. 

Students over both years are provided with opportunities to gain first hand practical experiences in raising and                 
managing animals and in growing, tending, harvesting and processing of plants in the context of agricultural                
enterprises. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECT COURSES 
Select TWO from the following electives. 

ABORIGINAL STUDIES  

The aim of the Aboriginal Studies syllabus is to develop an understanding of the Aboriginal               
People, cultures and lifestyles and their contributions to Australian society. The course            
consists of two core topics and six options each of which contains a case study (many of                 
these require interaction with the local community): 

Core Part 1: Aboriginal Identities – how historical events have influenced the makeup of           
Aboriginal identity 

Core Part 2: Aboriginal Autonomy - Aboriginal Peoples and human rights, with emphasis on the 
importance of self-determination and autonomy.  

Options Include: 

1. Aboriginal Enterprises and Organisations 
2. Aboriginal Visual Arts 
3. Aboriginal Performing Arts 
4. Aboriginal Peoples and the Media 
5. Aboriginal Oral and Written Expression 

6. Aboriginal Film and Television 
7. Aboriginal Technologies and the Environment 
8. Aboriginal Peoples and Sport 
9. Aboriginal Interaction with Legal and Political Systems 
10. School-developed Option 

For more information please visit the Farrer HSIE faculty website Aboriginal Studies link:  
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/farrermahshsiefaculty/stage-5-years-9-10/aboriginal-studies?authus
er=0 

COMMERCE 
Commerce provides the knowledge, skills, understanding and values that form the foundation on which young               
people make sound decisions on consumer, financial, business, legal and employment issues. It develops in students                
an understanding of commercial and legal processes and competencies for personal financial management. Through              
the study of Commerce students develop financial literacy which enables them to participate in the financial system                 
in an informed way. 

Year 9 Topics: 

Consumer and Financial Decisions: Students learn how to identify and research issues that individuals encounter               
when making consumer and financial decisions. They investigate laws and mechanisms that protect consumers              
including the process of consumer redress. Students examine a range of options related to personal decisions of a                  
consumer and financial nature and assess responsible financial management strategies.  

Law, Society and Political Involvement: Students develop an understanding of how laws affect individuals and               
groups and regulate society, and how individuals and groups participate in the democratic process. Students               
examine various legal and political systems and learn how strategies are used to resolve contentious legal and                 
political issues. 

School options: 

Investing: Students explore the range of investment options available and analyse information and data to make                
informed investment decisions. They examine the role and responsibilities of the financial services industry.  

Law in Action: Students investigate a range of situations in which individuals may come in contact with the law. They                    
examine the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals in society and the range of options available for dispute                  
resolution. 

Travel: Students learn how to plan for travel and how to solve problems encountered when travelling. They explore                  
the considerations that need to be made when planning for travel and gather relevant data when developing a travel                   
itinerary and budget. 

Year 10 Topics: 

Employment and Work Futures: Students investigate the contribution of work to the individual and society and the                 
changing nature of work. They examine how individuals may derive an income, and the changing rights and                 
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responsibilities of workplace participants. Students analyse a range of perspectives in their consideration of              
employment and work futures. 

The Economic and Business Environment: Students develop an understanding of the importance, and features of,               
the economic environment, including markets. They explore the nature, role and operation of businesses in the                
context of an increasingly globalised economy. Students investigate cause-and-effect relationships in relation to a              
major economic event or development affecting Australian consumers and businesses. 

School options: 

Towards Independence: Students investigate financial, consumer, legal and employment issues which may affect             
them in the future. They examine a range of strategies that young people may use in their move towards                   
independence. Students learn about the role of community organisations and how they as individuals can contribute                
to society. 

Running a Business: Students investigate how entrepreneurial attributes and         
dispositions contribute to business success, and examine the considerations involved          
when planning and running a business. They investigate key issues and processes            
related to the various aspects of running a business. 

School-developed Market Day: Students investigate the promotion and selling of          
goods and services including social, ethical and environmental considerations. They          
analyse the strategies that sellers use to promote products and maximise sales, and             
evaluate the impact on consumers. In order to develop their understanding,           
students participate in a school Market Day, where they apply their learning and sell              
a product of their choosing to their fellow students. 

Students take part in the ASX Sharemarket Game and other subject competitions. 

For more information please visit the Farrer HSIE faculty website Commerce link:            
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/farrermahshsiefaculty/stage-5-years-9-10/commerce 

DRAMA 
The study of Drama is all about having a go, having the chance to make people laugh or think or be shocked. You can                        
develop the confidence to make a goose of yourself or to be the class clown – and you get rewarded for it! Some key                        
skills developed through the Drama course include creative thinking, problem solving, communication, teamwork             
and leadership skills.  

There are opportunities for creative expression, for building confidence in public speaking and collaborating with               
peers. The skills that we learn in drama are directly applicable across other subjects, and more importantly: to real                   
life. 

The course content includes a wide range of modules, including playbuilding, improvisation, video making, comedy,               
Greek theatre, physical theatre, script design and stage combat.  
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ELECTIVE GEOGRAPHY 
The study of Geography Elective is a much more practical approach to            
Geography. It enables students to become active, responsible and         
informed citizens able to evaluate the opinions of others and express           
their own ideas and arguments. It has a strong focus on the            
environment and its interaction with people. 

Elective Geography deals with a selection of different topics and          
regions outside Australia, that are not studied in Mandatory         
Geography. It will focus on fieldwork skills which develop student’s          
interest in international aspects of geography. 

The course is developed around 5 topics listed below and will involve a number of excursions. 

1. Physical Geography – detailed study of plate tectonics, landforms, weather, flora and fauna. 

2. Oceanography – features of the world’s oceans (plants, animals and undersea topography) and their use. 

3. Australia’s Neighbours - The environments of Australia’s neighbours and specific geographical issues within             
the Asia–Pacific Region. 

4. Interactions and Patterns along a Continental Transect – a cross-section may be chosen anywhere in the                
world and will be examined in the light of climate, topography, people, culture, vegetation and animals.  

5. School-Developed Option – This option provides students with the opportunity to develop their geographical              
knowledge and understanding of a particular location and/or area of inquiry that caters for their interests,                
needs and resources. The focus for this topic is investigating the environmental challenges facing Farrer. This                
year’s class have developed an action plan to reduce plastic use in our school. Future options will be                  
developed according to student interest areas such as waste management facilities, food waste,             
environmental sustainability, water management (this will require compulsory fieldwork).  

For more information please visit the Farrer HSIE faculty website Elective Geography link:             
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/farrermahshsiefaculty/stage-5-years-9-10/elective-geography 

ELECTIVE HISTORY   
Elective History focuses on developing knowledge and understanding of history and historical inquiry into past               
societies and historical periods outside Australia. History as an elective subject offers much more flexibility and areas                 
of interest than mandatory Australian History. This elective is intended to be a practical approach to the process of                   
historical inquiry and understanding. 

Topics:  

The Big History Project: This is an online, interactive course that takes            
students through an all-encompassing 13.8 billion year journey from         
The Big Bang to now, utilising scientific, archaeological, historical,         
cultural and anthropological theories in an attempt to answer the ‘Big’           
questions concerning humanity. 

Constructing History: Historical Fiction – A comparative study of the          
Trojan War. Students will explore different representations over time         
including Wolfgang Peterson’s film ‘Troy’, and Homer’s epic Ancient         
Greek poem ‘the Iliad’. 

Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Societies: Medieval and Early Modern Europe including the French Revolution               
and the rise of Robespierre and Napoleon.  

Thematic Studies: Heroes and Villains – Comparative study of key historical personalities throughout time.              
School-Developed studies – including Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War; and the Creation of the Modern                
World, as a precursor to WWI. 

For more information please visit the Farrer HSIE faculty website Elective History link:             
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/farrermahshsiefaculty/stage-5-years-9-10/elective-history 
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ENRICHMENT MATHEMATICS  
This is a new course offering in 2020. The purpose of this course is to allow students to explore areas of mathematics                      
which they would not otherwise have the opportunity to see during stage five. It is important to note, that this                    
course is not endorsed by NESA, but is fully developed at Farrer. This means that it will not appear on the student’s                      
ROSA but will be reported upon internally. 

Students will have the opportunity to investigate the mathematical thinking involved in a range of topics including                 
the following; 

• Vectors 
• Graphing (Transformations) 
• Exponentials and Logs 
• Normal Distribution and Binomial Probability  
• Networks 

• Land measurement (surveying) 
• Time Zones/Spherical Geometry 
• Coordinate Geometry 
• Further Algebra 
• Basic calculus 

Students interested in selecting this course should discuss it further with their teacher or the Head Teacher                 
Mathematics.  

FOOD TECHNOLOGY  

Please note a course fee applies to this subject, see table on Page 1.   

Students will develop: 

● knowledge, understanding & skills related to food hygiene, safety & the provision of quality food 
● knowledge and understanding of food properties, processing and preparation 
● knowledge and understanding of nutrition and food consumption and an appreciation of choices 
● skills in designing, researching, evaluating, communicating and producing food for consumption 
● knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of the role of food in society and different cultures 

Food Technology Focus areas include: Food in Australia; Food equity; Product development; Food selection and               
health; Food service and catering; Food for special needs; Food for special occasions; Food trends. 

Whilst there is a major practical component of this course there will also be a substantial theory component which is                    
mandatory. 

GRAPHICS TECHNOLOGY  
Please note a course fee applies to this subject, see table on Page 1. 

The study of Graphics Technology will develop in students an understanding of the significance of graphical                
communication and the techniques and technologies used to convey technical and non-technical ideas and              
information.  

Students engage in both manual and computer-based forms of image generation and manipulation. Graphics              
Technology also develops students’ technical and visual literacy, equipping them for participation in a technological               
world.  

Students will access industry-standard computer software including Fusion 360 and SketchUp Pro. Other software              
that could be explored in this course includes Blender, TinkerCAD, Adobe Illustrator, Lumion and Photoshop. 

3D Printing will give Graphics Technology a whole new area of focus into the future. 3D printing is an innovative                    
rapid prototyping technology where molten plastic is laid down (printed) layer by layer to produce a 3 dimensional                  
object. This technology will enable students to test the aesthetic, ergonomic and functional properties of their                
graphical designs solutions with a solid model rather than just a virtual model. 

In an age of global industry and rapid technological development, where computer-aided design (CAD),              
computer-aided manufacture (CAM) and multimedia applications are widely used, the study of Graphics Technology              
is particularly relevant. The use of the Laser Engraver and CNC Mill and Lathe are other technologies that will be                    
explored. 

Any student considering a career in Engineering, Design, Architecture or a Trade is strongly encouraged to select this                  
course.  

11 



INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY (METAL / TIMBER / ENGINEERING) 
Please note a course fee applies to each of these subjects, see table on Page 1.   

Students can choose a maximum of TWO Industrial Technology (IT) subject focus areas from Metal, Timber and                 
Engineering.  

METAL/TIMBER   

The following course structure relates to Metal and Timber.   

Year 9  

You have the chance here to learn some of the many skills and techniques involved in the design and construction of                     
a number of smaller jobs. 

Year 10  

Most of the Year 10 course is spent designing, planning and making a major project of your own choice using the                     
skills from the Year 9 course.  

You may build things like: a small garden trailer, BBQ, coffee table, outdoor setting, stereo cabinet, pig crate,                  
motorbike stand, boom-box, motorbike workbench, dart board, cabinets, planter boxes and colonial clocks. 

 

  

ENGINEERING  
Year 9  

Students complete two Core Modules learning basic skills and concepts relating to engineering structures, such as                
bridges, buildings and planes and engineered mechanisms such as levers, pulleys and gears. This may involve                
designing and making models as well as related problem-solving. 

Year 10  

Students complete two specialist modules based on control systems and alternative energy. You will complete a                
major project e.g. a solar powered vehicle, solar house design, and analysis and design of               
mechanical/electronic/computer aided control systems. 

 

THE MATERIALS FOR ALL MAJORS ARE AT YOUR OWN EXPENSE 
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INFORMATION & SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY  
Please note a course fee applies to this subject, see table on Page 1.  

Game Development & Multimedia (Computer Studies) is a computer studies course that follows the Information &                
Software Technology Syllabus. This course aims to introduce students to the creative and problem solving ideas                
behind developing computer games. Students can expect exposure to as much computer technology in a two period                 
as possible. They will gain from this course a significant improvement in both general and specific computer skills in                   
areas such as digital media, web design, software development and multimedia. These skills are developed through                
project work focusing on the development of computer games. 

Students will develop a series of small computer games in Year 9, as they develop their skills, they will also develop a                      
website to promote their computer games. In Year 10 they will work on a larger computer game utilizing 3D graphics                    
while they work with a piece of software responsible for many of the games on iPads and iPods. 

The Games Development course is made up of a series of option topics, taught with the theme of game                   
development. 

The options include 

● Authoring and Multimedia 
● Digital Media 
● Internet and Website Development 
● Networking Systems 
● Software Development and Programming. 

Projects 

The Game Development course revolves around practical project work. While there           
is an element of theory the fundamentals of the course are taught through project              
work that has relevance to the students and employs the use of a variety of               
software applications. 

Students studying Game Development are required to design and then build computer games as well as the                 
graphical assets required for a variety of situations, including: 

● Website design – Design and build 
● Computer animation and multimedia – A Virtual Drum Kit 
● Computer programming – Computer Game development 
● Digital media –Photoshop texture effects, Adobe Illustrator – Game graphic design 

Plus many more. 

The major focus of this course is to give students the chance to design and create working computer games with 

first class graphics and multimedia. 

INVESTIGATING JOURNALISM  
The place of journalism in a changing world is the focus of the course, which begins with the study of the role and                       
function of journalists across newsrooms, newspapers and televised and broadcast platforms. Students will be              
provided with experiential learning opportunities to write, edit and produce The Farrer Chronicle, a quarterly               
newspaper, throughout the year. Experimenting with different types of journalism, ranging from sport to politics and                
the environment, as well as various ways of communicating news will be explored and produced. Students will                 
participate in television news reporting via a YouTube based Farrer News Channel, create radio programs and                
consider the place of social media such as Twitter and Buzzfeed in an increasingly diverse range of media options.                   
Assisting students to read and write across multimedia platforms, provides students with the skills to observe, report                 
and collaborate, while honing their own interest areas and developing their individual confidence to engage in real                 
world issues.  

Opportunities to engage in marketing, investigative reporting, photo journalism and specialist publishing software             
will be presented for students. Likewise, the class will contribute to the school magazine, The Myall and be                   
encouraged to participate in a culture of reading and writing, which will enhance their skills across subjects.  
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) 
The study of a second language plays an important part in developing language and literacy skills across the                  
curriculum as well as a better understanding of how the English language is used and constructed. Students are                  
provided with the opportunity to acquire and develop skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing their chosen                 
foreign language. 

In Years 9 - 10 students may elect ONE language. Those offered at Farrer are French, German and Japanese and each                     
syllabus is so structured to provide students with the ability to communicate effectively in the language as well as                   
the promotion of an understanding into the background and         
culture of the country. 

It is expected that as a result of their study of a language,             
students should be able to understand and express ideas orally          
in the language, read and understand written material as well as           
writing in the language. All of these objectives can be achieved           
within a wide range of topics relating to the typical teenager.           
We look at topics such as the family, school, hobbies, the home,            
a typical day, eating and drinking, shopping, travel and transport,          
health - basically all core vocabulary and structures to enable          
one to survive linguistically in a foreign land. In addition to this,            
the language can also be studied through DVD’s, clickview,         
visitors, magazines, cooking, emailing and of course, computers        
including completing units of work via Google classroom. We         
also try, wherever possible, to take students on excursions and          
expose them to native speakers as well as linking and visiting           
classes with elective students at Calrossy and other local high          
schools. Plans would also be made to set up links with a sister             
school in France as well as an excursion to New Caledonia in Year             
10. 

The study of a foreign language is rewarding and challenging. There are many opportunities in employment such as                  
hospitality, education, immigration, journalism, business, banking, travel/tourism and agriculture, where the           
knowledge of a foreign language can be most advantageous as well as the personal satisfaction of being able to                   
communicate with someone from overseas in their own language.  

MUSIC  
The Elective Music Course in Year 9 is a 2-year course in which students gain musical experience in a wide variety of                      
styles and mediums. The course leads to a grading for the ROSA based on set performance descriptors. Students                  
must play an instrument to be successful in this course. There are 5 periods per cycle allocated to the course. The                     
following areas will be covered: 

Performance 

All students MUST be able to perform on an instrument. Students select an instrument that they wish to specialise in                    
and rehearse a range of pieces during some of the 5 periods allocated to music. The students perform their pieces in                     
front of mixed audiences for the final assessment. Each student learns at least 4 pieces a year of their own choice as                      
well as 4 pieces set by the teacher. All performances are recorded using their laptops. Students will work towards                   
proficiency on more than one instrument by the end of Year 10. 

Theory and Composition 

Some of the time will be dedicated to the theory of music and composition. Students create their own compositions                   
in either free style or the style of another composer that relates to their music history study. Each student records                    
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his composition and completes a computer generated score. Students will strive to become proficient in the use of                  
technology as part of the composition process.  

Listening  

The capability to listen discriminately to music will be developed. The students will be exposed to a wide variety of                    
musical styles and will be required to listen to specific things such as which instrument plays the tune, which                   
instruments do solos etc. Students will develop a full knowledge of the musical concepts and their use in many                   
styles including Jazz, Rock music, Australian Art Music, Music & Technology and Music For Film and TV. 

Music History 

Students will study a variety of topics over the 2 years including Jazz, Rock music, Music and Technology, Music For                    
Film & TV  and Popular music. 

In general, the Elective Music course allows students to develop musical, social and intellectual skills. There are                 
opportunities for extracurricular activities including assembly performances, Capa night and Lunchtime Concerts. 

A large portion of the work in Years 9 and 10 will be delivered via Google Classroom and will incorporate computer                     
skills as part of the digital education revolution.  Students will need their own laptop. 

This course is particularly suitable for anyone who wishes to further their skills in and enjoyment of making music. 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORTS STUDIES (PASS) 
Only one of the two PASS subjects offered can be selected as an elective. 

Many of our students have a strong commitment to sport and personal physical fitness. PASS is an extension of the                    
mandatory PD/Health/PE in years 7 to 10 and caters to students who wish to extend their knowledge and experience                   
in movement skills. Students will be given the opportunity to further understand the importance and benefits                
associated with increased fitness levels and reduced lifestyle diseases. 

The course leads to a grading for the ROSA based on performance descriptors. There are six periods per cycle over                    
the two years of the course involving both theory and practical sessions. 

Students will develop: 

● develop a foundation for efficient participation and performance in physical activity and sport 
● develop knowledge and understanding about the contribution of physical activity and sport to individual,              

community and societal wellbeing 
● enhance the participation and performance of themselves and others in physical activity and sport. 
● develop the personal skills to participate in physical activity and sport with confidence. 
● develop a commitment to lifelong participation in physical activity and sport 
● develop an appreciation of the enjoyment and challenge of participation in physical activity and sport 
● recognise the value contributions of physical activity and sport have to wellbeing and society  

Outline of the content follows: 

YEAR 9 
● Sport & Society and the Olympic Spirit 
● Concepts in muscular movement 
● Fitness and training 
● Lifestyle, leisure and recreation  
● Physical exercise, sports and personal improvement 

Options include - develop own training program and an in-depth sports study 

YEAR 10 
● Exercise principles and skill acquisition through human movement 
● Biomechanics & Exercise Physiology 
● Anatomy and physiology systems 
● Technology  & Ergogenic Aids in Sports 
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SPORTS COACHING (PASS)  
Only one of the two PASS subjects offered can be selected as an elective. 

Many of our students have a strong commitment and involvement in numerous sporting codes. This subject is                 
aligned with the PASS syllabus and is an extension of the mandatory PD/Health/PE in years 7 to 10. It will cater for                      
students who wish to extend their knowledge, skills and experience in sporting/football codes. Students will be given                 
the opportunity to further enhance their knowledge and skills by working with teaching staff and outside agencies                 
(Development Officers) throughout the course. 

The course leads to a grading for the ROSA based on performance descriptors. There are six periods per cycle over                    
the two years of the course involving both theory and practical sessions. 

It is envisaged by the end of the two years students will have obtained either a coaching or referring qualification in                     
at least two different football codes. These courses will attract a fee payable prior to the completion of the course.                    
The cost for these are dependent on the course that is selected as prices vary. 

Students will: 

● develop a foundation for efficient participation and performance in physical activity and sport 
● develop knowledge and understanding about the contribution of physical activity and sport to individual,              

community and societal wellbeing 
● enhance the participation and performance of themselves and others in physical activity and sport. 
● develop the personal skills to participate in physical activity and sport with confidence. 

● develop a commitment to lifelong participation in physical activity and sport 

● develop an appreciation of the enjoyment and challenge of participation in physical activity and sport 

● recognise the value contributions of physical activity and sport have to wellbeing and society. 

Outline of the content follows: 
YEAR 9 

● Physical Fitness 
● Fundamental movement skill development 
● Physical activity and sport for specific groups 
● Coaching 

YEAR 10 

● Sport specific Physical Fitness 
● Opportunities and pathways in physical activity and sport 
● Enhancing performance - strategies and techniques  
● Coaching experience 

SHEEP HUSBANDRY AND WOOL SCIENCE 
Sheep Husbandry and Wool Science is a course designed to meet the needs of              
students seeking a career in the sheep and wool industry.  

Areas of study include: breeds, production, reproduction, nutrition, health, farm          
management, wool biology, classing of wool and faults, wool marketing and           
manufacturing.  A significant part of the course is practical in nature.  

Additional studies may be available in Years 11 & 12 Primary Industries            
framework leading to nationally recognized credentials.  

In addition to their elective subjects, students can also study Wool Classing            

through TAFE. This course is completed after school at FMAHS. It is additional to              
the courses offered at school and does not count as one of the electives.  

See Mr Arranz for more information on Wool Classing 
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VISUAL ARTS  
Please note a course fee applies to this subject, see table on Page 1.   

The elective Visual Arts course in Years 9 and 10 is a two year course in which students are provided with                     
opportunities to explore and understand the nature of art practice and art theory. This course develops students’                 
creative expression in a variety of visual forms as well as their critical thinking through art critique and appreciation.                   
This course leads to a grading for the ROSA based on a set of performance descriptors.  

Students will have the opportunity in art practice to explore and create art forms in a range of mediums such as: 

Painting 
Drawing 
Printmaking 
Digital Photography 

Digital Imaging 
Ceramics 
Mixed Media 

Sculpture 
Visual Design 
Collaborative/Installation artworks 

 

Students also complete art theory through historical and critical studies          

in Visual Arts, deepening their knowledge of artists and their works.           

Students learn to interpret and decode artworks from different         

perspectives through use of the frames (structural, subjective, cultural         

and postmodern viewpoints) and the conceptual framework (the        

relationships between an artist, their artwork, the audience and the          

world).  

In addition to the classroom environment, students in the elective Visual           
Arts course are provided with opportunities for excursion to galleries and           
art events and workshops. This includes Tamworth Regional Gallery,         
NERAM (New England Regional Art Gallery), local art shows and Sydney           
galleries and art schools. They are also encouraged and supported to           
enter artworks in competitions and shows as available. 
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