
Put yourself in the shoes of a thirty-nine year old
Filipino woman, sitting in the waiting room of a
hospital. Not bothering anyone, most likely scrolling
through Instagram.

Then you hear 'all you Chinese people stink, go have a
shower'. You look up to see a couple in front of you,
covering their noses to mock you. All you have in reply,
is to sit and wait without any thought of confrontation,
because you know, if you were to confront them, you
would most likely be fighting a fight without a
favourable outcome.

This woman was my mother, a loving wife, a caring
mother, and a loyal friend- dehumanised and described
as a stinky Chinese woman. Instead of getting upset, my
mother laughed. She laughed because she knew that she
wasn’t stinky, nor was she Chinese. She knew at the end
of the day, she would go home to a roof over her head, a
family, and a home.

That was enough, because she knew her self-worth.

Sadly, millions of people must suffer such comments
and actions, such slurs and abuse every day. Most
continue on and ignore it, some fight it and confront,
which usually ends in a negative outcome. However,

Farrer Chronicle
farreragri-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Goodbye Class of

$23 000.00 TOP PRICE
BEST BULL IN SALE

.
We Salute our Primary Industy Beef

Students and Aggies page 4

PAGE 23

Sixth Edition Term 2, 2022

when people choose to ignore it, the chickens come home
to roost-they will eventually, be eaten up inside by such
egregious racist actions.

No sugar coating it, racism is racism.

Here’s another scenario for you, you’re a fifteen-year old
Filipino boy walking down the street, mask mandates have
been lifted. No one on the street is wearing a mask except
for a select few. Two little boys, no older than seven, stop
you in your tracks and say, 'you started this virus, put a
mask on'. Startled and disbelieving, you turn to their
parents to see if their children will be disciplined- but all
you see is a blank expression on their faces.

This was me.

Those little kids never meant it. It was taught to them, no
one is ever born a racist. Be it from the media, parents, or
friends, racism is never natural- it is taught. The sooner that
we realise this, the better it will be for individuals and
society as a whole.

In recent years, racism has been more rampant than ever.
Between the uncertainty of a global pandemic, to the Black
Lives Matter movement, racism and affirmative action
against it, has become an increasing trend. (continued p 2)
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Ever since COVID-19 has begun,Asian hate has been
an increase as people are always looking for someone
to blame.

This is not a new concept; we can see racist scapegoats
throughout history. the Jewish people were blamed for
the fall of Germany after WW1, the Muslims were
blamed for the September 11 attacks and now all
Asians are being blamed for COVID-19.

The sad part is my grandmother died of COVID-19.

I left school to be with her at the time of her death.

Scene of the motor vehicle collision that ended a high speed chase through Forrest City.
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When I returned, I found out there had been a running
joke made that she had eaten a bat, got the corona virus
and died.

Imagine that, coming back to my home at Farrer,
grieving, only to find out that people had been poking fun
at the pain and suffering of an elderly woman. To tell you
how difficult it was not to get worked up about it, to tell
you how hard it was to not be angry- words can’t describe
how I felt.

Over 7,500,000 people in Australia were born overseas.
That translates to about one in four Australians being born
overseas. A further forty-six percent of Australians have a
parent that was born overseas. Nearly twenty percent of
us speal a language other than English at home.

Millions of people do not deserve to smile and call it a
day when they are on the receiving end of racism.

Millions of Australians do not deserve to be treated this
way.

Most, if not all, are grateful to be in this wonderful
country. So grateful in fact, my mother and I are
becoming Australian citizens in the very near future- we
just completed our citizenship interview.

In the immortal words of Martin Luther King Jr:
“Injustice anywhere, is a threat to justice everywhere”.

Thank you.
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In the 2016 Census, the ten most commonly reported countries
of birth for those born overseas were:

England (14.7%)
New Zealand (8.4%)

China (8.3%)
India (7.4%)
Philippines (3.8%)
Vietnam (3.6%)
Italy (2.8%)
South Africa (2.6%)
Malaysia (2.2%)
Scotland (1.9%)

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Reflecting Australia -
Stories from the Census, (2017)
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Generations
by Joe Anderson

The migration experience. Moving overseas to a new
land, to build a better life. That is the start of the migrant
experience, as you set off from the homeland.

Australia is a multicultural society, so you would expect
tolerance and understanding, right?

The truth behind the migrant experience needs to be told.

You see a cashier, being ‘considerate’, speaking slowly
and clearly to an Asian lady at the checkout to help them
learn English. My mother’s stomach sinks. However, she
chuckles and keeps a bright smile on her face. She has
had to face such lingering racial assumptions for the last
thirty-two years. Assumptions and stereotypes- she has
spoken fluent English since arriving in Australian. She is
a certified Australian citizen, yet people assume that
because she is Asian, she can’t be Australian.

You see and hear friendly banter, a teammate at cricket
training using the slips cradle calling, ‘throw the ball
Ching’. My eldest brother sees a roar of thousands of
cruel, prejudiced words being hurled in his direction,
because of the colour of his skin. The laughter of his
entire ‘team’ ensues. For him, this is no longer a team,
this is a group of bullies, who normalise racism behind
the guise of the “Aussie Spirit”, casually engaging in
xenophobia towards those of migrant descent. Ching would
end up as the nickname that he would emblazon across his
Year Twelve jumper. The name couldn’t be shaken at a
country, Aussie boys’ school. So... he owned it and took
the sting from the name.

I’m Joseph Anderson, my dad grew up in an Anglo-Celtic
family in Australia and my mum migrated to Australia with
my dad at the age of twnty-four. Mum is from an
Indonesian family and had never left her country before
permanently moving to her forever home, Australia.

As a family, we cherish our heritage. Our favourite will
always be mum’s Beef Rendang and rice. The scent of the
spice and coconut brings my brothers and I to the
table- brings our family together. Yet, such a tradition, as
with every aspect of the migrant experience, has a
downside. We brothers share stories at the dinner table,
where we’re ridiculed for having food outside the Western
ways. We enjoy a life that the typical Aussie hasn’t seen
before, and many are uncomfortable with. Our cuisine are
regularly seen as “the other” and we are all to aware, that
we are branded with such a perspective. In primary school,
I was fearful of taking my mum's food to school, because
my classmates would tease me, saying “what’s that smell?”
and “ew, are you eating a cat?” as I sat with the group,
being excluded and “othered”.

Ad Aspera Virtus

We Rise
Speculative Fiction by Gavril Tan

The true struggles are those within, the ones unable to
be released, the ones which lie deep, in the marrow of
your bones.

When I first stepped through the school gate, my heart
hoped; I allowed myself to read the signs of a fresh
start. I walked forward. Ghastly faces, all eyes fixed on
me with utter disgust, like I was an undesirable zoo
animal - was there something wrong with me? My
insides churned furiously, a familiar hostile jeer,
“You come to eat our dogs?” followed by laughter.

I knew that I shouldn’t, I willed them not to start…
tears began streaming uncontrollably.

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will
never hurt me”. A common phrase that is often
misunderstood. As time passed, I became accustomed to
the persistent jeers and the customary, “go back where
you came from, Chink!” I became numbed to the pain,
and my inner voice became the morphine to the constant
abuse.

I distinctly remember the wise words of my mentor,
“keep that fire within you burning, never let that cease,”
and after looking back on the events that resulted in my
own retreat from those that taunted me every day at
school, I finally understood what he meant.

I am the maker of my own fortune.

His teachings were of wisdom and understanding. I
distinctly remember his calming advice “to show
strength through action and to embrace uniqueness,
embody it with confidence.”

These words became the guiding light for a lost soul in
a foreign land. My mentor was the most crucial saviour
where white walls and white people dominated the
landscape. My mentor provided motivation, compelling
me to speak out with confidence against the tormentors
and exercise self belief. I may be different in
appearance and culture however, we are all equal as
people.

I have learned to embrace my culture with confidence.
Migration is a part of our national and global story.

Be proud to be who you are.

Many Australians are fearful of difference. Many
Australians just want “the Aussie culture”. We see this
every day, whether it’s the little comments or clear
discrimination. Xenophobia, the dislike of or prejudice
against people from other countries, is riddled throughout
Australia. It is right there from the beginning, Terra Nullius
“Nobody’s Land” and The White Australia Policy of the
early Twentieth Century. We see reflections of it today- the
Cronulla Riots of 2005 and the vilification of our Asian
community during the COVID pandemic.

As Australians, we need to learn that it is not okay. We must
learn to speak up and challenge any form of racism. The
migrant experience is a ubiquitous and common story that
has touched all of our lives.

As the next generation of Australians, we need to make a
change. We need to rid Australian culture of racist,
xenophobic norms. It is so deeply driven into our culture
that we are ignorant to recognise the reality and effect of it.
In fact, an SBS survey showed that from 6000 people,
41.1% believe that Australia is weakened by people of
different ethnicities practising their ‘old ways’. The same
study found 55.8% of people belonging to a Language Other
Than English background have experienced racism in their
educational institutions.

This needs to change, and it needs to change now.

The future is now.

Let’s change the way we see immigrants, so that families
like mine can move to a safe homeland, not a war of
xenophobic attrition.

Happy Summer Days, all!
Here are some sweet
beats to keep the mojo
flowing.
Love J.T

The Migrant Experience



On a frosty winters morning in June, years of preparation
and hard work took centre stage at the Twentieth Annual
Farrer Bull Sale. Lead by Mrs Niaomi Evans and the
Year Twelve P.I class, the day will be remembered as a
record breaker.

A top sale of $23,000 was achieved with an average of
$13,500 and a gross total of $487,000.

The sale marked the return to onsite auctions and was run
via the Helmsman system which enabled prospective
purchasers to bid either on site at Farrer or via
AuctionsPlus. Students catalogued forty bulls by leading
Australian & USA sires. To bring the sale to fruition is a

true testimony to the dedication and hard work of the
Year 12 P.I class, who have worked for two years to
realise the profits and success achieved on the day.

Of course, there was a team of support that made it all
possible. Thanks to the Farrer Farm & Agriculture staff,
the Refectory staff, Dane Pennell, Jenni Kelpzig,
Nic Brady, Jenni Goodridge and all the Farrer teachers
for their support.

We would like to that Elders for their support and
assistance and all of the successful purchasers &
underbidders who helped tp make the day such a
success.
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by Cody Brassil, Will Woods and Archie Wainwright
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Farrer Bull Sale

Year 11 P.I students manning the barbie

Aggie Legends
Mr Darren Smith, Mr Gareth Garnsey and Mrs Niaomi Evans
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by Max Smith

The difficult days of COVID lockdowns seem to be a
memory. However, we at The Chronicle wanted to
honour the hard work and dedication of a particuarly
diligent staff member, without whom, we would not
have been able to get on with the business of boarding
and education.

I intervieed Julie Mathews about her role in helping us
try to maintain a sense of normal in the new normal of a
pandemic.

How has your job been affected because of COVID?

It was greatly impacted by COVID because we had to
implement all of the restrictions and guidelines set out
by the NSW Public Health, NSW Health and the
boarding school guidelines. So, the school had to ensure
that we were fitting into the requirements from those
three bodies, as well ensuring that the staff and students
were following those set guidelines.

In the beginning there were obviously new restrictions
brought in each year as seen in the media, and initially if
staff were of a certain age and or suffered from any
underlying health conditions, they had to work from
home. My job was impacted as we were trying to
reallocate staff into different areas of work; since we had
no students we had to work out where the staff were
going to be located throughout the COVID period.

What has been the most crucial part of keeping the
school safe from the virus?

Primarily, keeping up to date with all the rules and
regulations and ensuring that all staff, students and any
visitors on site follow sanitation, mask regulations and
any other COVID guidelines. We did really well, which
meant that the school could open up again shortly after
lockdown and we could start to bring things back to
normal. This was in no small part, due to all the staff and
students who were able to stay COVID free during the
lockdown. It was only until this year when all the
restrictions were lifted, that we started to have cases
within the school.
Have the students been helpful in ensuring the safety
of the school?

The students have been amazing. From the very first
restrictions, such as the hand sanitiser station, they’ve
done a great job with adhering to the guidelines. The
way that the students took on board the seriousness of

these rules made it easier to maintain such a positive
environment for the students when they were at school.
What do you think the future for the virus is?

At the moment, it looks like we are on the way out of the
pandemic, which is good, so hopefully with our current
restrictions being lifted we can eventually learn to live
with COVID. For me, I guess there has been so many
changes on a day-to-day basis, that you just never know
what’s going to happen next. You just have to be open to
what restrictions take place and continue to work within
the guidelines that we’re given.
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by David Nassim

Do you enjoy teaching at Farrer? What is your favourite
cultural feature of this school?

I do enjoy teaching at Farrer. I think my favourite part is no
matter where I travel in the school, so many boys say hello to
me throughout the day, which I find is really lovely. I don't
think people get that at other schools.

What’s the best student you have ever had, the most
successful one?

Oooh, that's hard because success can be measured in many
ways. As far as academics go, Josh Guest who I taught in
Chemistry a couple of years ago was probably my hardest
working student, and he did very, very well. Then I had
Nathan Briant a couple of years before that in Biology and he
was my first Band 6 result so that was really nice as well.
Both boys built their success by working really hard.

Out of all your current classes which one would you say is
your favourite?

(chuckles) I think that will hurt some people. Obviously, I
like them all. I do look forward to seeing my 10 class and my
Year 11 Chemistry class.

How did you find it best to teach during COVID? Was
there anything that you had to discover along the way
that made it easier?

Yeah, doing little videos. So, I was still coming to school for
part of the day and I could do little videos with the
equipment and things like dissection. I found that that was
helpful.

What do you think is the best element or compound in
the periodic table?

Oooohhh, it would have to be carbon because diamonds are
made from it!

Have you ever found it awkward or funny to see both
your husband and your children out and about in the
school?

I don't find it awkward but I’m pretty sure my children would
find it very awkward. There was a funny moment though. I
won't name names but when one of them started at school
they said, ‘don't walk near me because some kids don't know
that you're my mother’. I think that it was highly unlikely
because, really, I think they all knew I was his mother.

Interview Corner
Julie Mathews

HR and WHS Officer
Mrs Deanne Lesslie

Science Guru
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by David Nassim

Since 2010, The Year 12 classes at Farrer have raised
over $220,000 for the Leukaemia Foundation.

Almost every year the deaths from Leukemia and related
blood cancers grow higher and higher. Year Twelve
tackle the challenge to find a cure by raising money and
awareness for the World's Greatest Shave. Run by the
Leukemia Foundation, the World's Greatest Shave aims
to help people and families that need it the most, by
providing money for things such as research,
accommodation for families and so much more.

When Year Twelve sign on to do the World’s Greatest
Shave, they know it means that by the end of it, their
head will end up completely bald. They do this to raise
awareness of what people affected by Leukemia go
through. Throughout the months of fundraising, they ask
friends, families and businesses to help raise money. The
entire Farrer community comes together to assist in
supporting what has come to be, a time honoured
tradition for our school.

In a sensational effort the Class of 2022 raised over
$50,000, through online auctions, the hair auction and
donations from businesses.

On Wednesday 16 March, followed suit with their
predecessors to participate in The World's Greatest Shave
2022.

All of Year Twelve gathered on Centre Lawn to shave
their heads. The auction, led by Farrer Old Boy Alec
Clydsdale, of McCulloch Agency, Tamworth happened
next and boy was it exciting. Mr.Leslie bid $180 to shave
the head of his son, Tom Leslie. Ben Goodwin had the
top bid of $210 dollars for me to wax my chest and shave

my head. Lachlan Anderson had a huge donation of over
$200 and Ms.Gamble received a top bid of $160, with
Mr. Rice topping out the bidding at $360.

Mr.Burges and Mr.Marshman, stepped into the circle and
after a fierce bidding war between two people, they
eventually decided to combine their money and bid a
total of $900 to shave their heads. There were many other
teachers and parents of students who decided to shave
their heads without going through the bidding process
they include: Mr.Arranz, Mr.Gallagher, Mr.Barbara,
Mr.Maloy, Mr.Drenkahn, Mr.Leslie, Mr.Vigar and many
other parents.

There are no words to say how happy Year Twelve are
with the outcome - because raising awareness about
Leukemia was the main goal and they achieved that,
while forming a strong bond and having some fun along
the way.

Cystic Fibrosis
Red Day

Mighty hearted Alex Dean inspired his year group to
raise funds for Cystic Fibrosis Community Care, in
honour of his little sister who lives with CF.

Deano's mates heard the call and helped him organise a
fundraising extravaganza titled 'Red Shirt Day'. Year
Twelve raised over $3,600 by selling hot chips, banger
sangers and cupcakes to the Farrer community. Helpers
collected a generous amount of gold coin donations
throughout the proceedings. Funds were also raise
through an Oz Tag comp with over 100 students
participating.

Cystic Fibrosis Community Care aims to better the lives
of all those living with Cystic Fibrosis in Australia.
CF has no cure and results in the build up of thick sticky
mucus in the lungs, airways and digestive system. As a
result, extensive medication and treatment is required to
slow the progression of the disease.

The Class of 2022 is clearly an exceptional year group,
led by the equally big hearted Mr Marshman and Mr
Burges. Of course the day could not have been as
successful without the support of the FEC staff, who
always lend a hand to help out.

Congratulations all round!

It is expected that 18,485 Australians will be newly
diagnosed with blood cancer such as Leukaemia,
Lymphoma and Myeloma in 2021. This is equivalent to
over 50 people per day or one person every 28 minutes.
Incidence of blood cancer continues to grow. Incidence of
blood cancer has increased by 40% in the past 10 years.
When combined, blood cancers are the second most
diagnosed cancers in Australia, and the second most
common cause of cancer-related deaths in the country.
More than 110,000 people are living with a blood cancer
or blood disorder in Australia today. By 2035, more than
275,000 Australians are expected to be living with a blood
cancer or blood disorder.
Over 5,700 people in Australia are expected to lose their
life to blood cancer or related blood disorders this year.
This is equivalent to 15 people per day.



Class of 2022
Thanks for the Good Vibes

Clint and Tom Gallagher
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John and Tom Lesslie

Robert and Sol Arranz

Strength in Adversity

Mr Burges, Mr Marshman enjoying the excellent
auctioneering skills of Mr Alec Clydsdale.

Kylie Wilson and Beck,
Mrs Lesslie and Tom

From top right:

Satchin getting ready for
the clip, Mr Rice rocking
a temporary Peaky
Blinders hair style and Mr
Slager with his son Joe
Slager.



RECONCILIATION WEEKNews In Brief

Farrer students celebrated Reconciliation
Week with a performance by Year 10
Didgeroo workshop students, led by Elder
Mark Aitkins.

Students began preparing for the event
from the beginning of Term 1, with a series
of workshops that offered each student a
unique opportunity to work alongside
Elders who shared the knowledge and
artistry. Locals Rob Brown and Mark
Aitkins patiently taught the boys to strip,
hollow, mend and decorate their
didgeridoos in preparation for music
lessons.

We sincerely thank Mark and Rob for their
time and effort with our students and a big
thank you goes to Katrina from Joblink

Plus for facilitating the workshop. Finally,
not forgetting our wonderful Kell Klepzig
for overseeing the event over the past one
and half term.

The musical item was a first for many
members of the audience, who sat
spellbound as the music rose in the air.

Each member of the didgeridoo ensemble
clearly enjoyed the experience and
opportunity to showcase their skills. The
crowd favourite was the sound of two dogs
barking as trucks headed down the
Moonbis.

You can listen to the performance by using
the QR code on this page. Sam Driscoll addresses the school
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Formal AssemblyStripping bark

Jake White

The meanings of the three colours in the
Aboriginal flag are:
Black – represents the Aboriginal people
of Australia.
Yellow circle – represents the Sun, the
giver of life and protector.
Red – represents the red earth, the red
ochre used in ceremonies and Aboriginal
peoples’ spiritual relation to the land.

Students L-R:
Tom Moore, Cooper Ross, Jai Tanna, Harrison Thrift, Jake White, Kalan Burkett, Jackson Purdy,

Noah Briggs and Zak Iskafi

The meanings of the colours in the
Torres Strait Islander flag are:
Green – represents the land
Black – represents the Indigenous
peoples
Blue - represents the sea
White – represents peace
The Dhari represents Torres Strait
Islander people and the five-pointed star
represents the five island groups within
the Torres Strait. The star is also a
symbol for seafaring people as it is used
in navigation.

Elder Mark Aitkins

Harrison and Joe

Spellbound students
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Maccas.

By week 3 our didgeridoos were completely stripped,
either by chisel or sandpaper to speed up the process,
which led to some holes being created. It also allowed us to
remove divots in our didgeridoos and remove the bark on
those. This meant our didgeridoos were cleaned and were
starting to become nice and smooth. This would be handy
down the road, as we would be able to paint and add our
own designs. However, in the meantime we began to start
the process of ensuring that our didgeridoo was nice and
smooth. Due to the limited number of electric sanders, this
took a few weeks and often we had to be patient and wait
for others to finish their sanding. During this time, we
began to think about our designs and what we wanted to
do.

By week 4 of the workshop, our sanding was completed,
and we began the finishing touches. We had to pour glue
down the didgeridoo to try and cover up small cracks that
could lead to the didgeridoos sounding less pronounced
and quieter. We also put some beeswax on the mouthpiece
to make sure we don’t get any splinters and to make it
comfortable to play with for our mouths.

For weeks 8-9 our didgeridoos were starting to get their
final touches to their designs. This included the three main
ways you decorate. The first is burning the surface to make
it look nice and dark. You can also paint the didgeridoo
and add many different colours and designs to them like
drawings of animals and symbols of aboriginal culture.
The final option is to stain and oil them which makes them
look like dark wood. The two options that were commonly
chosen were staining and painting.

For the next few weeks we learned how to play. We started
with some simple drones, (which is done by vibrating your
lips whilst blowing out through your mouth, similar to a
horse lip trill or a raspberry) and learning the basic method
of how to teach yourself circular breathing. Circular
breathing is the process and ability to blow and breathe at
the same time, which is required to play the didgeridoo for
extended periods of time. The basic method is to drink
some water, fill your cheeks with water and spit out whilst
breathing. After learning how to drone, we started learning
little rhythms, sounds and patterns. The first main sound
we were taught was the horn which is done tightening your
lips, usually putting one lip over the other, whilst blowing
out. We learnt other patterns and sounds like the dog,

by Jackson Purdey

On Thursday week 4 Term 1, nine Indigenous Farrer
boys from Year 10 began a didgeridoo workshop. The
Farrer Boys who participated were Noah Briggs, Kalan
Burkett, Zak Iskafi, Tom Moore, Cooper Ross, Jai
Tanna, Harrison Thrift, Jake White and myself.

We met Mark Aitkins, a talented didgeridoo player who
has achieved world renowned fame for his talent. He is
also a storyteller which often goes hand in hand with his
songs on the didgeridoo. With him in our arsenal, we
felt pretty confident that we could learn the instrument.

We met Mark and his assistant Rob. We had a brief
greeting before starting our workshop. We grabbed a
didgeridoo of our choice and began using a chisel to
remove the bark of our didgeridoos. We had to strip the
bark all the way down to the white wood, which is easier
said than done. We needed the didgeridoos to be
stripped down to this level so that the sound of the
didgeridoo was most distinct, noticeable and so it would
sound right. We used the chisel to strip the bark down
long ways, and by the end of the first day that ran from
10:45- 12 noon, we had barely removed all of the bark.

By the second week, most of us had most of the bark
removed. We started on the ends of the didgeridoo,
specifically the mouthpiece and the end piece that
needed to be formed properly so we could make a
normal sound. However, some didgeridoos were
blocked up and needed to have a drill inserted to remove
the stuff blocking the didgeridoo up. This led to some
didgeridoos being shortened to allow for the drill to
reach the blockage and holes.

You may be wondering what do we do if holes show up
in the didgeridoo? Do you have to start again?
Surprisingly no. Instead, you use a thin piece of wood to
cover up the hole. Then you use a mixture that is similar
to brown glue which makes it seem like a normal bump
and covers up the patch. This needs to be done to all
holes to make sure the sound is good regardless of size.
Some of us had big holes created in our didgeridoo. One
such person was Zak Iskafi, whose didgeridoo was too
hollow and created two big holes that needed to be
fixed. Despite this, he was one of the first to finish his
didgeridoo. At the end of each lesson here on after, we
decided to grab some healthy food on our way back-

The Didgeridoo Workshop
kookaburra, truck using the air brakes and extended horn to
name a few.

The last few weeks of practice was mostly figuring out little
patterns with groups of boys playing them and understanding
timing. We also learnt what key our didgeridoos are in.
Despite what you may believe, didgeridoos do indeed have
different keys to them, with D, C and C sharp being fairly
common as well E and F. The horns also have their own key,
with some being A’s and G’s quite common.

The day before our performance, Mark came to Farrer and
taught us some structure and our song, so we had a plan. The
next day, we performed our song and improvised the truck
song that Mark taught us about a truck driver driving down
the Moonbi Ranges, with a dog barking at the truck in the
middle of the road, and the driver yelling at it to get off the
road. Overall, I believe the boys thoroughly enjoyed us
learning the didgeridoo and I believe most of us would be
open to more opportunities to play our didgeridoos further.
Thanks to Mark Atkins, Rob and Katrina for organising our
didgeridoo workshop.

Drumbeat
by Logan Hayward

In our Drumbeat sessions, we have been learning the song of
life, in an attempt to acknowledge that we all have our own
complicated beats.

Our wonderful Aboriginal support manager Mrs Klepzig has
set up a drumbeat class every Tuesday with Archie, who is
our drumbeat teacher.

We have learned the basics such as rumble, flick, scratch
and the simple hit, but we are going into the more advanced
things as in the song of life, as we continue.

So if you hear a drum sound on a Tuesday it's us.
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The Short
Report

Addiction is a natural response that causes high amounts of
dopamine to be released from the brain. The brain releases
dopamine to encourage itself to do that activity again, this is
why we feel good after sport. Although, this can be
artificially made through the use of drugs, alcohol,
cigarettes/vapes, coffee, sugar and computers/phones. This is
because before civilization, sugar would be used to create fat.
Fat was useful because you could survive longer without
food as your body would use the fat as fuel, this is the same
with coffee and alcohol. Drugs like marijuana and cocaine
use their relaxing effects to trick the brain into also releasing
dopamine. All these factors cause addiction and influence the
way we think and act. Addiction is a hard thing to break as
the prefrontal cortex (a part of the brain that handles your
senses) changes to need this specific dopamine hit and
therefore changes your perception of this addiction.

The Stages of Addiction
Addiction has five major stages. The first stage is finding the
addictive object/substance, this is simplistic as people can
perceive these addictive substances/objects as non-addictive
at first glance. The second stage is the use of the substance,
this can include, drinking, snorting, smoking. The third stage
is the dopamine hit, this can be using the substance or after
using, this is the worst part of the cycle as it is what fuels
your addiction and can change your perception of the
substance/object. The fourth stage is the negative hit, this is
from a lack of dopamine as your brain gets used to the short
dopamine hit, this changes your mood and makes you feel
sleepy and angry. The final stage is the repeat, this is when
you go after this substance/object again and cannot stop.

Substance based addictions
Vapes and Cigarettes

Most of us know of the dangers of cigarettes like the effects
it has on your lungs and heart and the fact they cause many
types of cancers. However, very little is known about the
dangers posed by vapes. Some people don’t think that vapes
are dangerous at all. They couldn’t be more wrong. For
starters, they are just as addictive as traditional cigarettes and
aren’t that great for getting off cigarettes if you are using
them as a way to get off cigarettes. They are also to blame for
confirmed 2,807 cases of e-cigarette or vaping use-associated
lung injury (EVALI) and 68 deaths attributed to that
condition. Vapes are associated with circulatory diseases like
asthma and cardiovascular disease. They also contain
chemicals that are used in hand sanitizers, weed killers and
pesticides. There is also vegetable glycerine and even
formaldehyde, a well known carcinogen. There are over 2000

different chemicals in vapes. However, despite these risks
and hazards, people still vape. This is mostly due to peer
pressure and the differing flavours that they have which
entice kids into vaping.

Alcohol

Alcohol is by far the most widely accepted drug in modern
society. Most likely because we don’t think much of it and
due to its heavy presence in society where it be advertising,
movies, culture and being able to drink are seen as a rite of
passage for most people. Despite this, alcohol is a very
dangerous drug that is not often recognised by most people
for its danger. Worldwide, alcohol is responsible for 3 million
deaths. This is 5.3% of all deaths. The harmful use of alcohol
is a causal factor in more than 200 disease and injury
conditions. Overall, 5.1% of the global burden of disease and
injury is attributable to alcohol, as measured in disability-
adjusted life years (DALYs). Beyond health consequences,
the harmful use of alcohol brings significant social and
economic losses to individuals and society at large. Alcohol
consumption causes death and disability relatively early in
life. In people aged 20–39 years, approximately 13.5% of
total deaths are attributable to alcohol. There is a causal
relationship between harmful use of alcohol and a range of
mental and behavioural disorders, other noncommunicable
conditions and injuries.

Over time, excessive alcohol use can lead to the development
of chronic diseases and other serious problems including high
blood pressure, heart disease, stroke, liver disease, and
digestive problems. Cancer of the breast, mouth, throat,
oesophagus, voice box, liver, colon, and rectum. Weakening
of the immune system, increasing the chances of getting sick.
Learning and memory problems, including dementia and poor
school performance. Mental health problems, including
depression and anxiety. Social problems, including family
problems, job-related problems, and unemployment. Alcohol
use disorders, or alcohol dependence. Short term results of
alcohol consumption include injuries, such as motor vehicle
crashes, falls, drownings, and burns. Violence, including
homicide, suicide, sexual assault, and intimate partner
violence. Alcohol poisoning, a medical emergency that
results from high blood alcohol levels. Risky sexual
behaviours, including unprotected sex or sex with multiple
partners. These behaviours can result in unintended
pregnancy or sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV.
Miscarriage and stillbirth or foetal alcohol spectrum disorders
(FASDs) among pregnant women.



AND

No debet scripta quaeque per, diam clita ei vix, eu nec
summo omittam. Ut ullum alienum scaevola vis, mel
liber aperiri oporteat ut. Quod alii duis no cum.

An nec omnis quaestio. Elitr electram sadipscing pri no,
cetero eripuit mediocritatem vel at. Sit dicta erant no. His
no verear tacimates honestatis. Suas integre salutatus quo
ea, amet utinam mediocritatem ex has. Natum magna
facilisi ea mel, pri viris possit phaedrum ne. Assum erant
populo sed te. Duo sint iisque inermis te. No debet
scripta quaeque per, diam clita ei vix, eu nec summo
omittam. Ut ullum alienum scaevola vis, mel liber aperiri
oporteat ut. Quod alii duis no cum.

Natum magna facilisi ea mel, pri viris possit phaedrum
ne. Assum erant populo sed te. Duoei vix, eu nec summo
omittam. Ut ullum alienum scaevola vis, mel liber aperiri
oporteat ut. Quod alii duis no cum. Ut ullum alienum
scaevola vis, mel liber aperiri oporteat ut. Quod alii duis
no cum.
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Addiction
Marijuana

Marijuana is also a drug that many teenagers often end
up using either because of peer pressure or because of
mental illness. Whilst there have been no reported cases
of overdosage of marijuana as it's impossible to do,
marijuana still has negative effects, for those under the
age of 25 in particular. Short-term memory problems
include severe anxiety, paranoia, strange behaviour,
psychosis, panic, hallucinations, loss of sense of personal
identity. Lowered reaction time, Increased heart rate
(risk of heart attack), increased risk of stroke, problems
with coordination (impairing safe driving or playing
sports), sexual problems (for males), up to seven times
more likely to contract sexually transmitted infections
than non-users (for females). Long term effects include
decrease in IQ and schooling, poor cognitive
performance, lower life satisfaction. Higher chance of
relationship problems, developing addiction to marijuana
and opioids, intimate partner violence, developing
addiction to marijuana and opioids, antisocial behaviour
including stealing money or lying, financial difficulties,
increased welfare dependence, greater chances of being
unemployed or not getting good jobs. Marijuana is an
illicit drug for these reasons and should not be used by
anyone unless for medicinal purposes and prescribed by
a doctor.

Caffeine

Caffeine has large impacts in our daily lives as many
millions of people drink it daily. Small amounts of
caffeine are fine for the average person, but things can
quickly spiral into addiction. Caffeine can have adverse
effects when consumed high amounts, this includes
insomnia, anxiety and dehydration. In this perspective
caffeine is very similar to sugar as both cause reactions
that can have serious implications. Caffeine and sugar
also are commonly used in things like Coke, Pepsi and
most coffees. Addictions with sugar and caffeine are
hard to break compared to other addictions as there isn’t
mainstream help for these addictions, unlike alcohol,
smoking/vaping and drugs. Additionally, most people
don’t know they have a caffeine/sugar addiction. Around
50% of all Australians are addicted to Sugar and 75% of
Australians are addicted to caffeine. These statistics
predicted to only increase to around 90% of all
Australians for both caffeine and sugar.

Non-Substance Based
Addictions
Mobile Phones
Mobile phones play a major role in today's society and
are essentially necessary for any communication over the
internet. This exponential use of mobile phones can
cause rampant effects, like sleeplessness, and stress.

These side effects are majorly caused by addiction. This
addiction can become uncontrollable very quickly,
especially at a young age when the brain can’t stop
impulsive behaviours. This is evident as 86% of 12-15
year old’s use a mobile phone on a regular basis, and 60%
would be classified as addicted.

Shopping and Food
Shopping and food are considered more of a disorder and
often go hand in hand with each. It’s under the spectrum
of binge eating disorder (BED) and compulsive shopping.
The comorbidity of these two disorders is of concern
because they exacerbate symptoms of each other. The
guilt and shame of over-buying can drive someone to
binge, and vice versa. Binge eating is by far the most
common eating disorder, occurring in 1 in 35 adults, or
almost 3%, almost twice the combined rate for anorexia
and bulimia. BED is characterised by recurrent, persistent
episodes of binge eating, consuming unusually large
amounts of food beyond fullness without compensatory
behaviours like purging. Compulsive shopping, or
oniomania, is more pervasive than BED, affecting about 1
in 20. Compulsive buying is not actually mentioned in the
DSM-5, but it could be classified in the category of
impulse control disorder not otherwise specified. The
problem is marked by a frequent preoccupation or
impulse to buy unneeded things or more than someone
can afford, and due to this, experiences adverse
consequences with work, relationships, and/or finances.

Compulsive shopping and binge eating are rooted in
impulse control, and are in fact, compulsive-impulsive
disorders, or conditions in which people cannot resist the
urge to do something knowingly harmful to themselves or
others, according to a study published in the Journal of
Clinical Psychology. Other compulsive-impulsive
disorders include substance addiction and compulsive
gambling. A few studies have been done on the morbidity
of binging and compulsive buying. An analysis of the
research on the two conditions included one study that
found women diagnosed with BED had significantly
greater buying tendencies than women of similar weight
who didn’t binge eat. The other study showed compulsive
buyers were more likely to have engaged in binge eating;
had more symptoms characteristic of BED and bulimia;
and were more likely to be clinically diagnosed as having
an eating disorder than a matched control group.

Research has found both BED and shopping disorders are
coping mechanisms used to avoid overwhelming or
seemingly out-of-control feelings. Many people with
these companion disorders feel an emotional and
sometimes even physical emptiness, which they try to fill
up with food and purchases. Treatment for compulsive
shopping typically involves some form of cognitive
behavioural therapy (CBT), and oftentimes an
antidepressant, for which the success in treating the
disorder is mixed. The same approach is often used in the
treatment of BED, and antidepressants have shown

effectiveness in decreasing the depressive symptoms and/or
syndromes that may accompany BED. Yet, these medications
don’t show clinically significant benefits on body weight, and
their long-term efficacy in BED is not known.

Overall, addiction can be a challenging process, but it's far
better to beat the addictions that plague our lives, big or small,
to make us better people. We hope this has enlightened you
on many common addictions facing teens and young adults
and encourages you to improve upon yourself.

This has been the Short Report.

Thank you for reading.



Good morning everyone. My name is Jack Lyon and I am
a Year Eleven student and a member of the Wellbeing
Committee. I am extremely proud to be up here today to
talk about Pride Month and what it not only means to me,
but for our whole school moving forward.

Pride Month is not just another month on the old dusty
calendar, it's an important time where we all recognise the
hardships the LGBTQI+ community have had to endure
over recent decades, and the challenges they still face
today. It’s a time where we come together as one, to offer
messages of solidarity, happiness and love for those who
are called “different from the rest”. June is a colourful
time, where we can all smile and celebrate together, how
far we have come in our promotion of equality and
inclusion.

Pride Month is also a difficult time for mothers, fathers,
brothers, sisters and those who don’t have their loved ones
around anymore, because of suicide or hate crime.

Previous years have been difficult for the LGBTQI+
community as a whole, with 62 percent of LGBT youth
reporting self-harm and 63 percent being diagnosed with a
mental health condition. It astounds me that these
vulnerable young people are five times more likely to
attempt suicide, and most disturbingly, transgender youth
are fifteen times more likely.

It's not because they were born that way; it's because they
have to continue to live in a society where conflicting
views and unsupportive environments swallow their hope
on a daily basis.

For me, being a proud gay man does not define me in any
aspect of my life, and it should never- because I am,
simply put- Just Jack.

We don't hear LGBTQI+ terms frequently enough at an
all-boys rural school, which is a shame since there is a
whole world out there full of brilliant gay men, lesbians,
powerful transgenders, bisexuals, and a variety of other
identities.

I’m up here to share my story in the hope Farrer’s long
standing culture and language around those who identify
themselves as LGBTQI+ can change even more.

Today is a tough day for me, as I was outed two years ago
and since then, I’ve faced bullying, discrimination,
isolation by those who believed they were right. I’ve gone
through many dark phases with mental health. In the
darkest times of lockdown and being here last year, I
struggled to even see the light at the end of the tunnel that
everyone talks about.

The bullies thought they could win; they thought ‘silence
him’, they thought ‘leave him in the shadows’. To those
people today I say I forgive you and I trust that we are

heading towards an inclusive Farrer community Where I
can proudly stand and say I’m a young gay man.

Looking out upon our assembly, I realise it's not just my
story, it's your story and yours and yours, it's our story.
According to a study conducted by Harvard, anywhere
between 8% and as many as 25% of the population have a
genetic expression that makes them lesbian, bisexual, gay
or trans.

It’s important that we leave the dark years of ignorance
behind us. When we were told it was a choice. For those
of you who are struggling with being in the closet, for
those of you being bullied, I want to tell you life’s too
short to hide who you are. To be someone you're not.

It does take courage, it does take strength, it does take
determination. There will come a day where you will rest
your head upon a pillow knowing who you are without a
source of pain, of fear, of frustration.

Support is out there whether that be from Lani, Susan,
teachers or even me. Farrer is the place where we should
all be accepted for being ourselves. Where we don’t hurt
others, where we take pride in ourselves.

We should all be accepted for the things that make us who
we are, whether that be a passion for dancing, singing,
football, chess, debating- wherever your heart leads you.

Farrer’s very own motto is ‘Ad Aspera Virtus’ which is to
show strength and adversity in challenging times. We
must uphold these values and realise, that when we all
show strength, when we all face up to the challenges, we
can succeed.

It’s what we all need to be doing to make Farrer; the place
we all call home, safer for the students of today and
tomorrow. I really do hope that we can all take something
out of what we have heard today and realise what our next
steps must be.

Change will occur; I've witnessed it with my own year
group and seen how supportive they've been when I told
them about my own experiences.

Finally, be proud to be you. Whether you've come out or
you are questioning your identity- we want to create a
culture that is supportive and inclusive of all.

Remember- It’s okay to be you.

Thank you.

Proud to Stand with you, Jack



Farrer Leo Sleepout
Miss Sarah Allen

On Saturday 28th May, the Farrer Leo’s
ran a ‘Vinnies Community Sleepout’ to
raise awareness of the realities faced by
those experiencing homelessness and
disadvantage. Approximately 50 students
attended and experienced a night in the
elements under the stars.

Students were faced with a huge storm at
the beginning of the night that left the
camp site quite wet and muddy, but that
didn’t stop them from enjoying an
eventful evening of spotlight, damper
cooking, sporting activities and
marshmallows by the campfire.

With the help of the school community,
the boys raised over $1200 that will go

towards those in need, via our local St.
Vincent de Paul society.

Well done to Jono Cox (Year who raised
the highest amount of money, with a total
of $473.50, and a big thank you to the Mrs
Milne, Mrs Klepzig, Mr Smith, Mr
McVey, Miss Bailey, the farm staff and
the refectory staff who all gave up their
time to ensure the event ran smoothly.

A special thank you also to our Farrer
Leo’s who organised and ran such a
worthwhile event: Jack Hatton, Lachlan
Overton, Alex Urquhart, Zac Craig,
Lachlan Elliott, Sam Rosewell, Shannon
Charters and Jack Lyon.

Caption for Image Below
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Farewell Lynchie
Peter Lynch "Lynchy" has called it a day
after thirty-four years of service to the
Farrer community.

Lynchy has been a highly valued
employee and all round reliable and good
bloke, who always went above and beyond
in his service to the school.

His quick responses to the evolving needs
of both staff and students, made him truly
"Flexible, Adaaptable and Tolerant". He
could always be relied upon to whip up a
dessert or help cater for late arrivals and
different initiatives around the school.

Just before he left, we managed to honour
his service with a morning tea to thank
him for his years of service and
contribution to the Farrer family.

Pete is heading north to enjoy a well
deserved retirement with his family. We
wish him all the very best as he transitions
from Farradise to Paradise!

Miss Sarah Allen and the
boys gathered around the

fire

Mr Jarrad Smith rocking a
new look

Warm after the storm

Year Ten boys
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Cooking
with

Marshy

What's Cookin'?

I had been an avid baker for some time. However, my diversification into slices and
away from the simply delicious choc chip cookie occurred in Year 10.

It was late Term 3 and my birthday was approaching. As had been tradition, half
dozen mates came out to the idyllic creek flats of Dungowan for a weekend of
camping, hunting and nonsense.

As we rolled into Sunday and prepared to return to school, mum had a cake and
some presents to suitably embarrass me in front of friends. When I eyed the shape
of the wrapped goodies, I became suspicious and spoke the words to some effect of
“These best not be cook books!”

To my chagrin when unveiled, I held a couple of Women’s Weekly cookbooks. My
mum proudly stated that baking such treats would only make others envious. Sbe
proceeded to tell me I had to try and make the triple chocolate cheesecake slice
which is still her favourite today. This valuable tome also holds the recipe to the
caramel slice and brownies that feature regularly at Fat Friday.

One of the running jokes that arose when much loved Farrer cook Jimmy Choy was on
deck, was his famous "possum" burger. Many of us were suprised to still see the same
meat pattie continue once Jimmy had retired. While possums are a protected native
animal and we at The Chronicle, would never encourage people to hunt said possums
and turn them into burgers, we found the following rather amusing.
Here is our recipe for the Farrer "Possum" Burger.

Farrer "Possum" Burger the Works
500g beef mince
1 brown onion, coarsely grated
1 cup (70g) fresh breadcrumbs
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 egg, lightly whisked
2 sliced brown onions
4 bacon rashers
4 slices cheddar cheese
4 eggs
4 white bread rolls, split and buttered
2 iceberg lettuce leaves or equivalent
1 large ripe tomato, thinly sliced
225g can beetroot slices and pineapple slices
(to be chucked out by someone upon serving)
Tomato, chilli or BBB sauce, to serve

1. Combine and mix the mince, onion, breadcrumbs,
Worcestershire sauce and eggs in a large bowl. Divide
mince into 4 portions and shape into a little frisbee.
Refridgerate for 30 minutes minimum before cooking.
2. Heat a large frying pan over medium-high heat. Add
the bacon and cook for 2 minutes each side until the fat
is golden brown and crisp. Remove and cover with
alfoil to keep warm.
3. Cook your onion in the bacon fat and add some
spice- salt and pepper or some of your favourites.
Remove and add to warming plate.
4. Add the beef patties to the pan and cook for 2-3
minutes each side or until golden brown and cooked
through. Place a slice of cheese and allow to melt. Add
to covered bacon plate.
5. Crack the eggs into the frying pan and cook
sunnyside up or over easy.
6. Take your buttered rolls and place face down into
the frying pan until the bread becomes toasty.
7. Assemble your burger in the following order.
Base- lettuce, tomato, beetroot and pineapple, meat
pattie, egg- top with onion and sauce of your choice.
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Chillax Fun Pages

RIDDLES
I have branches, but no fruit, trunk or leaves. What am I?
I’m light as a feather, yet the strongest person can’t hold me for five minutes. What am I?
If you drop me I’m sure to crack, but give me a smile and I’ll always smile back. What am I?
The person who makes it has no need of it; the person who buys it has no use for it. The person who uses it
can neither see nor feel it. What is it?
Answers are hidden on this page!

abank,yourbreath,amirror,acoffin.





Student Compositions
THE FORBES MURDOCH

SHOW

Welcome to the Forbes Murdoch Show, an exclusive all-inclusive podcast
interviewing people from far and wide about the extraordinary acts and
events of life prevailing throughout society each and everyday. We are here
to make you laugh and to make you cry, hopefully fulfilling and
enlightening your day in order to make the world a better place. In the
episode featured today you will be getting a quick insight into the podcast
through script form via the incredible interview of Jim Young a very
successful financial advisor for Landmark. In today's episode, Jim is
interviewed about his seemingly simple and low-profile childhood but in
hindsight, nothing less than an exciting sequence of weekends and holidays
spent gallivanting around the Southern Monaro 50 km from Cooma.

Forbes: So Jim going through high school in Cooma on a Friday afternoon
you would come racing home on the bus back to your farm 50 miles outside
of Comma, a considerable trip for the times. Then you would run around
and set a dozen rabbit traps.

Jim: Yes, that's right and then on Saturday morning I would wake up early
and check the traps I had set the night before and set the other half I had
about 2 dozen in total. When I caught a rabbit, which was often you had to
break its neck and then leave the fur on it drop the guts out. The rabbits
were sent to what was called the freezer as a pair you see. So, then I would
cut a slit behind the hamstring of one and poke the other rabbit's back leg
through the hole to connect them and that was your pair.

Forbes: Jim that sounds like a big job and I can imagine that way down
south it would often be extremely cold. How many rabbits would you catch
on an average weekend?

Jim: On an average weekend from what l I would catch between 10 and 20
pairs and they were paying in at around 80 cents a pair. I often recall
earning around $5 a weekend, a considerable income for the time as a
fourteen-year-old boy. The other thing I used to do was often on a Saturday
night I would go spotlighting with the twenty-two to try and get a few
extras. It was quite the ordeal and it would begin by me having to erratically
con the old man into coming and holding the spotlight for me.
(from here Jim proceeded to inform me that there may need to be some
editing in the next part of the story as he continued with his recollection.)
Now after I had convinced the old boy to come and hold the spotlight for
me the pair of us would be there poised with a rabbit fixed in the spotlights
which was of course ideal for me having a clear shot at its head which was
vital because if the hide was damaged it would be no good. However
sometimes Rabbits been Rabbits quite the cunning creatures would turn and
try to slink away through the long grass with its white tail bobbing up and
down. My father, the typical cocky and simply trying to get rid of some of
the many rabbits would unexpectedly yell out the window “Just shoot it up
the arse!” Startling me and the rabbit resulted in the rabbit getting away
unscathed. So that was Saturday night then around the traps again on
Sunday morning before climbing back onto the School bus on Monday.

Forbes: Thank You very much for your time today Jim and with an
excellent insight into your childhood trapping rabbits in the Southern
Monaro.

STARGAZING WITH SAM, MASON AND JACK
Aries (March 21 – April 19): The first sign of the zodiac, Aries loves to be number one. Naturally, this
dynamic fire sign is no stranger to competition. Bold and ambitious, Aries dives headfirst into even the most
challenging situations—and they'll make sure they always come out on top!

Taurus (April 20 – May 20): What sign is more likely to take a six-hour bath, followed by a luxurious
Swedish massage and decadent dessert spread? Why Taurus, of course! Taurus is an earth sign represented by
the bull. Like their celestial spirit animal, Taureans enjoy relaxing in serene, bucolic environments surrounded
by soft sounds, soothing aromas, and succulent flavors.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20): Have you ever been so busy that you wished you could clone yourself just to get
everything done? That's the Gemini experience in a nutshell. Spontaneous, playful, and adorably erratic,
Gemini is driven by its insatiable curiosity. Appropriately symbolized by the celestial twins, this air sign was
interested in so many pursuits that it had to double itself.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22): Represented by the crab, Cancer seamlessly weaves between the sea and shore
representing Cancer’s ability to exist in both emotional and material realms. Cancers are highly intuitive and
their psychic abilities manifest in tangible spaces. But—just like the hard-shelled crustaceans—this water sign
is willing to do whatever it takes to protect itself emotionally. In order to get to know this sign, you're going to
need to establish trust!

Leo (July 23 – August 22): Roll out the red carpet because Leo has arrived. Passionate, loyal, and infamously
dramatic, Leo is represented by the lion and these spirited fire signs are the kings and queens of the celestial
jungle. They're delighted to embrace their royal status: Vivacious, theatrical, and fiery, Leos love to bask in
the spotlight and celebrate… well, themselves.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22): You know the expression, "if you want something done, give it to a busy
person?" Well, that definitely is the Virgo anthem. Virgos are logical, practical, and systematic in their
approach to life. Virgo is an earth sign historically represented by the goddess of wheat and agriculture, an
association that speaks to Virgo's deep-rooted presence in the material world. This earth sign is a perfectionist
at heart and isn’t afraid to improve skills through diligent and consistent practice.

Libra (September 23 - October 22): Balance, harmony, and justice define Libra energy. As a cardinal air sign,
Libra is represented by the scales (interestingly, the only inanimate object of the zodiac), an association that
reflects Libra's fixation on establishing equilibrium. Libra is obsessed with symmetry and strives to create
equilibrium in all areas of life — especially when it comes to matters of the heart.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): Elusive and mysterious, Scorpio is one of the most misunderstood signs
of the zodiac. Scorpio is a water sign that uses emotional energy as fuel, cultivating powerful wisdom through
both the physical and unseen realms. In fact, Scorpio derives its extraordinary courage from its psychic
abilities, which is what makes this sign one of the most complicated, dynamic signs of the zodiac.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21): Oh, the places Sagittarius goes! But… actually. This fire sign
knows no bounds. Represented by the archer, Sagittarians are always on a quest for knowledge. The last fire
sign of the zodiac, Sagittarius launches its many pursuits like blazing arrows, chasing after geographical,
intellectual, and spiritual adventures.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 19): What is the most valuable resource? For Capricorn, the answer is
clear: Time. Capricorn is climbing the mountain straight to the top and knows that patience, perseverance, and
dedication is the only way to scale. The last earth sign of the zodiac, Capricorn, is represented by the sea-goat,
a mythological creature with the body of a goat and the tail of a fish. Accordingly, Capricorns are skilled at
navigating both the material and emotional realms.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18): Despite the "aqua" in its name, Aquarius is actually the last air sign of
the zodiac. Innovative, progressive, and shamelessly revolutionary, Aquarius is represented by the water
bearer, the mystical healer who bestows water, or life, upon the land. Accordingly, Aquarius is the most
humanitarian astrological sign. At the end of the day, Aquarius is dedicated to making the world a better
place.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20): If you looked up the word "psychic" in the dictionary, there would
definitely be a picture of Pisces next to it. Pisces is the most intuitive, sensitive, and empathetic sign of the
entire zodiac — and that’s because it’s the last of the last. As the final sign, Pisces has absorbed every lesson
— the joys and the pain, the hopes and the fears — learned by all of the other signs. It's symbolized by two
fish swimming in opposite directions, representing the constant division of Pisces' attention between fantasy
and reality.



Mr Gareth Garnsey
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The North West
Equestrian Expo

The North West Equestrian Expo held in Coonabarabran attracts over 600 riders each
year. This year, Farrer took a team of twelve talented boys in various age groups.

Our competitors were Tom Maxey, Dusty Hagon, Harry Hagon, Danny Newcombe, Jack
Deutscher, Pat Gallagher, Ned Jordison, Jock Cullen, Oliver Jordison, Jake Wamsley,
Hugh Gallagher and Ned Hagon.

The boys and their horses braved the artic blast and rain to achieve some excellent results
across all disciplines. In the team events, Farrer saw some great success. In the Team
Barrel, the boys came second from a field of over 100 teams. Farrer fielded Jack
Deutscher, Jake Wamsley and Jock Cullen in this event (pictured).

The Farrer 2 team consisted of Jake Wamsley, Jock Cullen and Hugh Gallagher, who
won the C-Grade Division 1 polocrosse in a nail biting final. Farrer 1 went through to the
top grade however, unfortunately went down in some tough games.

Jack Deutscher, Danny Newcombe and Oliver Jordison saw success in the Team Penning
finishing second overall, which is a huge achievement. Hugh Gallagher also placed
seventh in his composite team.

Finally, the Team of Four Riders, not usually an event we excel in, saw the boys score a
second, third and fifth place! Individually, Farrer saw some great results across the board
in sporting and jumping. Harry Hagon achieved success with a third in the working horse
challenge. In very exciting news, Tom Maxey won the senior boys pentathalon with Jock
Cullen coming fourth, a huge effort from the boys.

Congratulations to one of our youngest riders Ned Hagon who received 13 years Boys
Overall Champion, well done Ned!

All the boys wore the Green and Gold with pride and many members of the public
commented on the boys behaviour and conduct during the week. We would like to offer a
massive thankyou to the parents for volunteering their time throughout the event and
refectory staff, for making sure we were all well fed the entire time.

Left to right:
Jack Deutscher, Danny Newcombe and

Oliver Jordison

Left to right:
Jake Wamsley, Jock Cullen and Hugh

Gallagher.



On the 9 May 2022, Farrer First XIII travelled to
Sydney with Mr Gale, Mr Sherlock and Mr Stevens
to play our first game in the University Shield
competition at Pioneer Park.

We arrived at The King’s School Boathouse that
night to enjoy a BBQ cooked by Mr Gale and
presented Mr Stevens with a donut for his birthday.
We woke early the next morning ready for our
game at Pioneer Park. With a strong start, Noah
Hooley opened the scoring with a try on debut.

From there, the scoreboard ticked over with 13 players
getting a meat pie including doubles from Logan Spinks
and Archie Wainwright. We walked away with a final
score of 68-0 and there were smiles all around.
Congratulations to Ollie Sykes who was named best
player on the day.

Thanks to Mr Gale, Mr Sherlock and Mr Stevens and
also not forgetting the FEC staff for the food
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Farrer First XIII vs Matraville
Sydney University Shield

by Will Woods

Farrer First XIII

by Henry Johns

On Tuesday the 14th of June Farrer First XV played Hunter Valley
Grammar in the final game of the Hawthorne Shield. The boys were
energetic and fired up in the warm up. We were keen for the game
to begin and play on the big stage in front of the school. After our
Hoo Haa's, a pre game ritual, we took to Number One Oval, with
the school flooding into the stands just after the game began.

Being able to play in front of the school was an amazing experience
and the atmosphere was unreal. I know that I and the rest of the
First XV will cherish that memory for life.

The first half was scrappy, with consistent drop balls and ill-
discipline from both teams. In the final seconds of the first half, a
chip and chase from Byron Lees led to Dusty Hagon scoring in the
corner putting us up at the break. After a stern and in depth half
game chat from Marshy, we ran on through an endless tunnel of
Farrer boys which was another amazing experience. In the second
half, we really started to play footy. Giving a little in defence but
consistently capitalising on our attacking efforts, with tries in the
second half going to Charlie Kennedy, Charlie Henderson and
Dusty Hagon with a double. The final result was 26 - 0 to Farrer.

We had a post game lunch and presentation with our mates from
Hunter Valley Grammar, where we Farrer were presented with the
Hawthorne Shield. Retaining the shield from last year, holding it
two years in a row.

I would like to thank the refectory staff for cooking a delicious feed
of steaks, snags and salad for us, Mr Maloy and Mr Gallagher for
allowing the students to observe our game. I would also like to
thank Mr Parker for teaching us his textbook tackle techniques and
Mr Marshman for his outstanding coaching. Cheers everyone have a
lovely day!

Hawthorn Shield
Triumph
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For up to date advice across a
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or call 6764 8621
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Students L-R:
INSERT NAMES OF STUDENTS

Farrer coach extordinaire Miss. Sarah Allen, who has
guided, mentored and coached the team since they were in

Year Seven.

Game 4 vs Port Hacking High School
Going into our last game of the tournament we were hungry for a win
and we knew this game against Port Hacking was going to be the
most evenly matched game yet. Just before the game started, the team
saw Mr Gallagher walk into the stadium to support us during our final
game, so we knew we had to give him a show. We asked him why he
was in Sydney and he said he had a “principal’s conference” but we
reckon he just took the wrong turn on his way to McDonald’s.

The game was very back and forth during the first quarter with many
fouls being called and Farrer only being down 18-15 but we knew we
could be doing much better. The second quarter was very low scoring
on Farrer’s behalf with many missed shots and Port Hacking’s star
player was able to increase their lead 35-26 by halftime. Farrer
definitely wasn’t ready to have a repeat of the previous day and let
the opposition run away with the win. Within the first three minutes
of the third quarter we were able to even the game up to 37-36 with a
pair of deadly three pointers from Charlie Williams. Inside scoring
contributions from Jack Murdoch, Joe Slager and Tom Gallagher
combined with highly energetic AND one from Max Rumble allowed
Farrer to take the lead 55-53 at the 3rd quarter buzzer.

The score throughout the final quarter was within three points the
whole time with post scoring from Sol Arranz and Pat Girard steadily
keeping up with the 40 point scoring game from Port Hacking’s star
player. With thirty seconds to go the score was tied at 74-74 and
Farrer was in possession of the ball. Pat Girard got a beautiful pass
off to Tom Gallagher under the basket who made the shot (whilst
getting fouled) and went on to land his free throw putting Farrer up
77-74. With twenty seconds remaining in the game, the opposition's
star player was looking to make another three pointer to tie the game
but instead, was forced to pass as Farrer decided to double team him.
We were willing to have anyone else on their team shoot the ball
rather than their best player but unfortunately, his teammate who
caught the ball nailed a three pointer and tied the game back up 77-
77. There were five seconds left on the clock and the chances of
Farrer getting a good scoring opportunity were looking slim until
Jack Murdoch caught a ball off the baseline and quickly threw a
perfectly placed lob pass to Sol Arranz standing open just over half
way. The second Sol caught the ball, he immediately aimed and fired
his jumpshot that went straight through the hoop as the final buzzer
sounded which won Farrer the game 80-77

This win placed Farrer seventh in NSW for the 2022 CHS Opens
Basketball competition and was a great ending for the team and Miss
Allen, that was years in the making. The First V are very happy that
they were able to accomplish this achievement in their last year at
Farrer as they have only ever made it to Round 16 in previous years.
The team is extremely grateful to Miss Allen for coaching, driving
the bus, waking up for 7am training sessions and always keeping
positive over the course of not only this season but also the last six
years as our Farrer basketball coach. Mr Arranz is also greatly
appreciated by the team as he has given up a lot of his time this
season to help drive on bus trips and supervise the team.

Seventh in the State

Student left to right:
(back) Louis Mason, Will Bennett, Max Rumble, Joe

Slager, Sol Arranz, Harlen McDougal, Tom Gallagher,
Charlie Wilson and Miss Allen (coach)

(front) Patrick Girard, Chad Buckman, James Saisbury
and Jack Murdoch



Why we

Love

Mr Smith

I like that he

is very

talented at

throwing and

catching a

broom

handle.

Everpresent exhuberence

and enthusiasm

for all matters legal. He is a

lovely bloke

who always

has a big

smile on his

face.

HE IS A

GENTLEMAN

He can

make a

friend in

any room.

Nothing is

ever too

much

trouble.

JUST A

GREAT

BLOKE.

He has a

wicked sense

of humour

but is never

nasty.

He is a

very

dedicated

teacher.

Great sense of

humour.

I remember that

student! Great kid.

I wonder what he is

doing now :-)

HIS

JOLLY

WAYS
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Seventh in the State
Taking Farrer Basketball to the Next Level

by Tom Gallagher

After leaving the NSWCHS Basketball Round 16 victorious
with a one point win over Hunter Sports High, the Farrer
First V team travelled to Castle Hill during Week 8 of Term
2 to play in the CHS Final 8 tournament held at Hills
Basketball Stadium.

The eight teams left in the competition were split into two
pools of four where each team would play everyone in their
pool on the first day of the tournament, before being ranked
into finals positions for the second day of the tournament.
Farrer has only ever made it to this stage in the NSWCHS
Basketball Knockout Competition once before in the history
of Farrer basketball, where they placed seventh.

Game 1 vs St Mary’s Senior High
The cold and early morning got the best of us against St
Mary’s Senior High School in our first game with us being
outscored 12-3 in the first 5 minutes of the game. Charlie
Wilson helped us get going early by scoring two 3-pointers
and two free throws to get our first 8 points of the game,
which gave us the momentum and brought the score to 12-8.
The rest of the half was very back and forth with the scoring

being balanced across both teams with Pat Girard nailing
two free throws in the final seconds of the second quarter
and St Mary’s leading 33-25 at the half. The third and
fourth quarters saw St Mary’s gradually extend their lead
to almost 20 points with Max Rumble and Sol Arranz
keeping Farrer alive with high scoring numbers in the last
half. St Mary’s won the game 71-52 with Max Rumble
top scoring with 16 points, followed by Charlie Wilson
with 13 points and Sol Arranz with 10.

Game 2 vs NBSC Balgowlah Boys Campus
Our next game against NBSC proved to be our toughest
game of the tournament with the opposition leading 18-4
in the first 6 minutes of the game. Sol Arranz and Pat
Girard were able to convert on multiple scoring
opportunities during the first half but by the halftime
buzzer, NBSC were outscoring us 48-27. Farrer had yet to
come across another team whose smallest player almost
outsized our biggest player so were unable to rely on our
usual strengths of rebounding and inside scoring. The loss
of Chad Buckman and Harlen McDougal to injury earlier
in the season were taking it toll and the depth of the
opponents bench compared to ours was showing with the
scoring deficit extending to 89-51 at the end of the game.

RUGBY UNION WINS

THE HAWTHORN SHIELD

COONA EXPO WINS
Sol Arranz top scored with 17 followed by Pat Girard with
10 and Max Rumble with 8.

Game 3 vs Albury High School
Our final game of the first day against Albury High
School was a much closer competition with Farrer finally
playing at a much higher intensity, against a very strong
side. The first five minutes of the game were very close
with Farrer only being down 10-6; Joe Slager and Max
Rumble gave us scoring momentum early. The end of the
quarter took a turn for the worst with our lack of size and
constant defensive breakdowns giving Albury a 23-11
lead. Albury used this strong start to keep themselves
firing on both sides of the ball, extending their lead to 51-
31 by the end of the third quarter. Although, in the fourth
quarter Farrer was able to narrow their lead to 61-47 with
strong defensive efforts from Jack Murdoch and Louis
Mason. Sol Arranz, Max Rumble and Charlie Wilson- all
scored double digits in this game and all were major
offensive assets in the fourth quarter.

Continued page 22


